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Undocumented Lives
2018-04-09

frederick jackson turner award finalist winner of the david montgomery award winner of the theodore saloutos
book award winner of the betty and alfred mcclung lee book award winner of the frances richardson keller sierra
prize winner of the américo paredes prize a deeply humane book mae ngai author of impossible subjects
necessary and timely a valuable text to consider alongside the current fight for daca the border concentration
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camps and the unending rhetoric dehumanizing mexican migrants popmatters a deep dive into the history of
mexican migration to and from the united states pri s the world in the 1970s the mexican government decided
to tackle rural unemployment by supporting the migration of able bodied men millions of mexican men crossed
into the united states to find work they took low level positions that few americans wanted and sent money
back to communities that depended on their support they periodically returned to mexico living their lives in
both countries after 1986 however us authorities disrupted this back and forth movement by strengthening
border controls many mexican men chose to remain in the united states permanently for fear of not being able
to come back north if they returned to mexico for them the united states became a jaula de oro a cage of gold
undocumented lives tells the story of mexican migrants who were compelled to bring their families across the
border and raise a generation of undocumented children
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